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lodomethane (13 mL, 0.21 mol) was added to a stirred solution of crude taxine (28.0 g) in diethyl ether (175 mL) atraom
temperature. After 30 hr, the pale yellow amorphous quaternary ammenium salts of the taxines were filtered off, washed with
diethy! ether (50 mL), and dried under reduced pressure. The powder was dissolved in ethanal (500 mL), and K2C03 (325 g,
235 mmol)in waler (500 mL) was added. The reaction misure was sfied at raom temperalure for 3 r_ The mirure was then
concentrated to 600 mL under reduced pressure, acidified with a 4 M aqueous HCI solution (130 mL), diluted with brine (100
ImL), and extracted three times with chloraform (3 x 150 mL). The combined organic fractions were washed with a saturated
lagueous NaHCO3 solution and brine,dried wilh anhyclous Na2S04, fitered, and concentrated under reduced preasure,
jaffording a crude mixture of 32 and 33 (16.8 g, max. 33.8 mmol).
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